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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1961. 

The  statistics  of  the  area  compare  favourably  with  those 
of  the  county  and  country  as  a whole.  The  population 
has  increased,  together  with  a rise  in  the  Birth  Rate.  There 
has  been  a fall  in  the  Still  Birth  and  Death,  Infant  Mortality, 
Perinatal  and  Neo-natal  mortality  rates.  Adversely,  the 
Illegitimacy  rate  has  risen,  and  although  the  Still  and  Peri- 
natal birth  rates  have  fallen  since  1960,  there  is  a need  to 
reduce  this  mortality  further,  not  alone  in  the  Borough,  but 
in  the  country  as  a whole,  and  I have  made  this  a subject 
for  comment  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

Deaths  from  heart  disease  and  vascular  lesions  of  the 
nervous  system  remain  the  chief  causes  of  death,  coronary 
heart  disease  accounts  for  one  third  of  the  deaths  from  heart 
disease. 

Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  accounted  for  10  per  cent, 
of  all  deaths  from  cancer,  as  compared  with  a figure 
of  36  per  cent,  for  the  whole  country.  But,  let  us  not  be 
too  complacent,  since  deaths  from  cancer  in  England  and 
Wales  in  1961  increased  once  more.  The  report  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Physicians  on  “ Smoking  and  Health  ” 
should  remind  us  that  it  has  been  proved  that  smoking  is  a 
cause  of  lung  cancer  and  bronchitis,  and  may  contribute 
to  the  development  of  coronary  heart  disease.  The  report 
recommends  further  education  of  the  public,  and  especially 
school  children,  concerning  the  hazards  of  smoking. 
Publicity  material  is  being  prepared,  free  of  charge,  and  the 
Central  Council  for  Health  Education  has  arranged  a con- 
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vincing  pubilicity  campaign  to  be  launched  in  the  Autumn 
of  1962. 


The  plight  of  the  aged  has  been  a cause  of  concern  to 
me  and  to  the  Health  Visitor  Mrs.  Peate,  and  District  Nurses 
this  last  year  but,  happily,  the  Ministry  of  Health  have  recent- 
ly put  forward  a scheme  whereby  local  authorities  and  volun- 
tary organisations  (who  have  done  and  are  doing  so  much  to 
help  the  needy)  may  co-operate  further  to  study  the  needs 
of  the  “not-so-young.”  Frequently,  this  section  of  society 
are  forced  to  enter  institutions  or  hospitals  because  pre- 
ventive steps  have  not  been  taken  to  tide  them  over  minor 
disabilities.  If  aid  were  available  at  an  early  stage,  many 
old  people  would  remain  at  home.  Assistance,  in  the  guise 
of  “Night  Sitters,”  “Meals-on-Wheels”  and  an  extended 
“ Home  Help  ” Service  would  supply  an  answer,  at  least  in 
part,  to  this  problem.  Where  hospitalisation  has  been  the 
only  answer  in  the  past,  great  difficulty  has  been  experienced 
in  gaining  their  admission,  but  plans  are  going  ahead  to 
acquire  accommodation  in  the  district  for  such  cases;  this 
is  a welcome  step,  not  only  for  the  patients,  but  also  for 
their  relatives  and  friends  who,  at  present,  often  have  to 
travel  some  distance  to  visit  them.  It  is  gratifying  to  learn 
that  the  Council  intend  to  make  provision  for  suitable  accom- 
modation for  this  section  of  the  community  in  their  future 
housing  programme. 

The  Borough  Sewerage  Scheme  is  delayed,  pending 
negotiations  relating  to  the  acquisition  of  a site;  meanwhile 
the  discharge  of  sewage  into  the  River  Severn  continues  and 
the  proposed  new  housing  scheme  is  held  up.  A direct 
result  of  this  is  that  only  20  houses  were  erected  by  the  local 
authority  during  the  year,  only  five  more  than  the  number 
erected  by  private  enterprise — and  by  the  end  of  1961,  the 
latter  had  outstripped  the  local  authority  by  16,  and  at  this 
stage  the  Council  did  not  have  any  houses  in  the  process  of 
erection.  1962  should  see  a solution  to  the  Council’s  prob- 
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lem,  thus  enabling  them  to  rehouse,  at  least,  in  part,  the 
220  applicants  on  their  housing  list. 

Plans  to  proceed  with  “ Slum  Clearance  ” are,  of  necessity, 
delayed  due  to  the  reasons  given  above,  but  some  progress 
has  been  made,  and  it  is  now  proposed  to  deal  with  Clitfon 
Street  as  “Individual  Unfit  Houses”  under  Section  17  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Infectious  diseases  during  the  year  under  review  were 
relatively  few.  Reference  is  made,  later  in  the  report,  to 
the  Smallpox  and  Poliomylelitis  epidemics  which  occurred 
in  the  country,  and  as  they  affected  the  Borough. 

Finally  I must  briefly  refer  to  the  mysterious  illness 
affecting  pupils  at  Welshpool  Secondary  Modern  School  eariy 
in  1961.  In  February,  92  pupils  of  both  sexes  (females  pre- 
dominating) were  affected  by  an  illness  manifesting  symp- 
toms of  sickness  and  giddiness,  and  in  some  cases,  apparent 
“collapse.”  At  first  it  was  not  possible  to  ascribe  the  illness 
to  any  specific  cause,  and  after  intensive  investigations  of 
cases,  contacts  and  premises,  the  advice  of  the  Pathologist, 
County  Analyst,  The  Coal  Board,  The  Gas  Board  and 
County  Surveyor’s  Department,  was  sought.  The  Sewerage 
System,  Water  Supply  and  School  Canteen  were  thoroughly 
investigated,  also  the  suspected  presence  of  “Marsh  Gas.”  All 
results  proved  negative.  At  this  stage  the  advice  of  the  Welsh 
Board  of  Health  was  sought  and  previous  investigations  were 
verified  and  proved  negative.  The  affected  cases  were  ex- 
cluded and  the  crisis  ceased.  A report  from  Dr.  Baird 
(official  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health)  subsequently  revealed 
that  similar  incidents  had  occurred  in  schools  elsewhere  in 
the  country  where  no  cause  was  found. 

It  was  thought  that  originally  a true  case  of  fainting  had 
occurred  in  an  overcrowded  classroom  and  that  the  mere  fact 
that  “bodies”  were  carried  down  the  corridors  precipitated  a 
state  of  mass  hysteria  in  this  closed  community.  It  is  in- 
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'lerestirig  to  note  that  all  the* -patients  were  well  at  home  and 
that  no  other  members  of  their  family  were  infected.  In  the 
absence  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  proof  it  was  decided 
that  the  symptoms  were  hysterical  manifestations. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  Mr.  Lodge,  the  Surveyor  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
for  his  invaluable  assistance  during  a most  trying  year,  and 
also  for  preparing  the  part  of  the  report  relating  to  the 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 

I am. 

Yours  obediently, 

ELINOR  M.  GREVILLE, 


July  10th,  1962. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  Area  of  District — 20,427  Acres. 

2.  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  mid- 1961  resident 
population — 6,370. 

3.  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  the  Rate 
Books — 2,001. 

4.  Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1961 — £66,353. 

5.  Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate — £265. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

Estimated  Mid- 1961  — 6,370 
Estimated  Mid- 1960  — 6,110 
Estimated  Mid- 195 9 — 6,100 

These  figures  demonstrate  an  increase  in  the  population  of 
260. 

The  1961  live  births  were  8 more  than  in  1960  and  stood 
at  the  figure  of  113.  As  the  number  of  deaths  was  61,  the 
natural  increase  in  the  population  was  52. 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

42 

63 

105 

Illegitimate 

2 

6 

8 

Total 

44 

69 

113 

In  addition,  116  further  births  from  other  districts  were 
registered  in  the  Borough. 
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Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (Crude) : 
—17.74. 


Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (Adjusted): 
—17.01. 


Illegitimacy  Rate — 7.1  per  cent,  of  total  live  births. 

The  Birth  Rate  compares  favourably  with  the  figures  for 
both  Montgomeryshire  and  England  and  Wales,  but  the 
illegitimacy  rate  is  almost  trebled  compared  with  1960. 

STILLBIRTHS: 

Sex  Legitimate  Illegitimate  Total 

Male  2 1 3 

Female  — — — 

Total  2 1 3 

Rate  per  1,000  Births  (live  and  still):  25.9. 

The  number  of  Stillbirths  fell  from  4 in  1960  to  3 in  1961, 
thus  resulting  in  a fall  in  the  Stillbirth  rate.  It  is  to  be 
noted  that  1 Stillbirth  was  illegitimate. 


CAUSES  OF  STILLBIRTHS  (WELSHPOOL,  1961) 


Male 

1.  Asph>-xia,  due  to  Malpresentation  1 

2 Prematuritj  (Normal  antenatal 
period,  death  in  utero 
probably  at  7 months, 

Macerated  Poetus) — 

3.  Prematuritj  1 

(Antepartum  haemorrhage  at 
8 months:  Hydramnios) 


Female 

— (Legitimate) 


1 (Illegitimate) 
— (Legitimate) 


All  the  births  occurred  in  hospital,  but  the  first  was  ad- 
mitted from  the  district  in  labour. 


It  would  not  appear  that  any  of  these  Stillbirths  were 
preventable,  but  it  is  notable  that  one  was  an  illegitimate 
birth  to  a girl  of  19  years. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


The  one  infant  death  under  one  year  of  age  was  that  of  a 
legitimitae  male  aged  1 month.  This  occurred  at  home  and 
the  cause  of  death  was  Pneumonia.  A post-mortem  was 
performed. 

Total  Infant  Mortality  Rate;  8.85  per  1,000  live  births. 

Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate:  9.52  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births. 

Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate:  Nil. 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  4 weeks):  Nil. 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 
week):  25.9  per  1,000  total  births. 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY 

The  3 Stillbirths  gave  rise  to  this  high  rate  (nevertheless,  it 
was  lower  than  in  1960,  since  there  was  1 less  Stillbirth). 
Prematurity  was  the  cause  in  2 cases.  The  rate  for  the  whole 
country  remained  high  and  the  Central  Health  Services 
Council,  Ministry  of  Health,  in  its  report  (1961)  stated  that 
the  same  general  causes  are  responsible  for  both  Stillbirths 
and  Neonatal  deaths.  Prematurity  plays  a large  part  in  this 
and  nothing  is  at  present  known  about  50  per  cent,  of  prema- 
ture labours;  the  commonest  causes  being  disorders  of  the 
respiritory  system,  congenital  malformations,  and  haemor- 
rhage into  the  brain.  The  survival  rate  of  premature  infants 
is  directly  proportional  to  the  birth  weight.  Obstetric  and 
Paediatric  research  now  aims  to  reduce  the  incidence  of 
prematurity  and  promote  further  the  care  of  the  premature 
infant.  The  Council  considered  that  measures  should  be 
taken  to  integrate  all  aspects  of  hospital  and  home  care  and 
to  further  an  effective  system  of  after  care  wherein  the 
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family  doctor,  the  health  visitor,  the  obstetrician,  the 
paediatrician,  and  the  local  authority  medical  officers  should 
be  co-ordinated  to  supervise  this  care  over  several  years. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 
Nil. 

DEATHS 

Males  29 

Females  32 

Total  61 

Death  Rate  per  1,000,  estimated  population  (Crude) — 9.58. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000,  estimated  population  (Adjusted) — 
9.96. 


COMPARATIVE  RATES  1961 


Monts.  Eng.  & Wales 


Birth  Rate  (Adjusted) 

...  17.01 

15.3 

17.4 

Death  Rate  (Adjusted)  ... 

...  9.96 

11.85 

12.0 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

...  Nil 

Nil 

not  ava 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

...  8.85 

13.4 

21.4 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

...  Nil 

— 

15.5 

Still  Birth  Rate  

...  25.9 

17.77 

18.7 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

...  25.9 

— 

— 

The  England  and  Wales  Birth  Rate  is  the  highest  since 
1948,  and  the  Welshpool  Birth  Rate  is  higher  than  in  1960. 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  21.4  (England  and  Wales) 
is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  this  country. 
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(1)  (Female)  aged  5 years  from  Cancer.  (4)  Cancer  of  the  Vulva. 

(2)  Cancer  of  the  bowel.  (5)  Asphyxia  from  Hangihg. 

(3)  (a)  Cancer  of  the  Bowel,  and  (b)  Cancer  of  the  Throat.  (6)  Motor  Vehicle. 


CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH: 

1.  Heart  Disease  13 

2.  Vascular  Disease  of  Central  Nervous  System  ...  13 

Coronary  Heart  Disease  (4)  accounted  for  one-third  of  all 

deaths  from  Heart  Disease. 

Both  Males  and  Females  were  equally  affected  in  the  chief 
age  groups  (60 — 90  years).  Notably  one  death  occurred  over 
100  years  of  age. 

Between  6 and  44  years  of  age  there  were  no  deaths. 
Below  6 years  of  age  there  were  3: — 5 years  (Female) — 
Carcinomatosis;  One  month  (male) — Pneumonia  (post- 
mortem); 13  months  (male) — Pneumonia. 

CANCER  DEATHS: 

Cancer  from  all  causes  10. 

Cancer  of  the  lung  1 (Male)  58  years  of  age. 

In  England  and  Wales,  in  1961,  36  per  cent,  of  all  Male 
cancer  deaths  were  ascribed  to  cancer  of  the  lung  (Welshpool 
Borough:  10  per  cent.). 

The  England  and  Wales  cancer  death  rate  again  increased 
in  1961  (for  both  sexes). 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


Popu- 

Live Birth 

Still  Birth 

Death 

Infant 

Perinatal 

Year 

lation 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Mortality 

Mortality 

1948 

5.817 

21.8 

17.9 

23.0 

23.2 

11.7 

10.8 

15.7 

33.9 

38.5 

1949 

5. 865 

22.4 

16.7 

14,9 

22.7 

11.3 

11.7 

30.3 

32.4 

38.0 

1950 

6,048 

18.0 

15.8 

18.0 

22.7 

11.9 

11.6 

45.9 

29.6 

37.7 

1951 

5,980 

23.1 

15.5 

7.2 

23.0 

14.2 

12.5 

289 

29.7 

38.1 

1952 

5,952 

21.2 

15.3 

15.6 

22.7 

10  9 

11.3 

31.7 

27.6 

38.5 

1953 

5,980 

19.1 

15.5 

35.7 

22.5 

10.2 

11.4 

27.7 

26.8 

62.5 

37.0 

1954 

6,010 

15.2 

15.2 

21.6 

23.5 

11.3 

11.3 

21.0 

25.5 

31.0 

38.1 

1953 

6.020 

17.5 

15.0 

9.0 

23  2 

10.2 

11.7 

9.1 

24.9 

18.0 

37.6 

1956 

6,070 

13.6 

15.6 

44.4 

22.9 

11.2 

11.7 

11.6 

23.7 

44  4 

36.8 

1957 

6.070 

15.0 

16.1 

59.4 

22.5 

10.6 

11.5 

42.1 

23.1 

99.0 

36.2 

Average 

for 

1948-57 

5.981 

18.6 

15.8 

24.7 

22.8 

11.3 

11.5 

26.4 

27.7 

50.9 

37.5 

1958 

6,080 

17.8 

16.4 

8.8 

21.6 

11.8 

11.7 

36.4 

22.6 

17.5 

35.1 

1959 

6.100 

15.9 

16.5 

28.8 

20.7 

13.11 

11.6 

— 

22.0 

29.0 

34.0 

1969 

6,110 

16.49  17.1 

36.69 

19.7 

10.78 

11.5 

10.0 

21.7 

45.8 

32.9 

1961 

6,370 

17.01 

17.4 

25.9 

18.7 

9.96 

12.0 

8.85 

21.4 

34.5 

— 

Note. — The  second  set  of  figures  refers  to  England  & Wales. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA— 1961 


1.  WATER: 


(a)  Rainfall  figures 

for 

the  year:— 

January  

3.19 

July 

...  2.71 

February  ... 

2.74 

August 

...  3.93 

March  

.34 

September 

...  2.46 

April  

3.26 

October 

...  5.83 

May  

1.93 

November  ... 

...  1.37 

June 

1.03 

December  ... 

...  4.26 

Total  for  year:  33.05  inches. 

This  compares  with  45.63  inches  in  1960  and  31.78  inches 
in  1959. 


(b)  Minimum  supply  to  reservoirs  was  37,756  gallons  per 
day  recorded  on  25th  September,  1961.  Minimum 
waste  line  was  1,500  gallons  per  hour.  Average  con- 
sumption was  120,000  gallons  per  day. 


(c)  The  connections  to  the  town  supply  are  as  follows: — 
1,471  houses,  2 small  holdings,  195  other  properties, 
6 drinking  troughs,  2 farms. 

GUILSFIELD  AND  GROES  WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  district  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Trinity  Well 
Scheme  and  a supply  is  available  from  the  Glyn  Springs 
when  an  emergency  arises. 

TREWERN  WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  district  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Gelli  Springs 
and  continues  to  operate  independently  though  the  under- 
taking is  connected  to  the  Trinity  Well  supply  use  during 
emergencies. 

The  total  number  of  properties  now  supplied  from  this 
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source  is  as  follows: — 14  farms,  99  dwellings,  5 drinking 
troughs,  1 standpipe,  2 other  properties. 

A metered  supply  of  water  is  being  provided  to  Criggion 
Radio  Station. 


A bulk  water  supply  is  provided  at  Criggion  for  Forden 
R.D.C. 

CASTLE  CAEREINION  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  total  number  of  properties  now  supplied  is  as 
follows: — 3 farms,  3 other  properties,  2 small  holdings,  22 
dwellings. 

TRINITY  WELL  WATER  SUPPLY. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  properties  were  re- 
ceiving a supply  of  water  from  the  Trinity  Well  source: — 
329  houses,  1 hospital,  8 other  properties,  41  farms,  including 
farmhouses,  68  drinking  troughs  (not  metered),  13  standpipes, 
12  schools. 

The  average  daily  consumption  is  60,000  gallons. 

A bulk  water  supply  is  provided  at  Pool  Quay  for  Llan- 
fyllin  R.D.C. 

LONG  MOUNTAIN  WATER  SCHEME. 

The  total  number  of  properties  supplied  is  as  follows: — 
21  Farm  buildings  and  houses,  24  drinking  troughs. 

The  average  daily  consumption  is  6,000  gallons. 

BELAN  WATER  SCHEME. 

This  main  extends  at  present  as  far  as  Samybryncaled. 
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SAMPLES. 


During  the  year  74  samples  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  analysis,  the  results  being: — 


Town  Supply 

Castle  Caereinion 

6 Class  1 

8 Class  1 

3 Class  2 

1 Class  3 

2 Class  3 

6 Class  4 

Gelli 

5 Class  1 

Trinity  Well 

2 Class  2 

9 Class  1 

2 Class  2 

Groes  — Glyn 

5 Class  4 

11  Class  1 

Private 
3 Class  1 
6 Class  4 

Mulsop 
5 Class  1 


MONTGOMERYSHIRE  WATER  BOARD. 

The  new  Montgomeryshire  Water  Board  commenced 
responsibility  on  the  1st  April,  1961,  but  were  unable  to 
manage  the  various  undertakings  and  the  Council  is  carry- 
ing on  this  work  until  the  Water  Board  is  in  a position  to 
take  over. 


2.  FOOD. 

140  Certificates  in  respect  of  food  surrendered  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  were  issued  in  1961  as  against  229  Certi- 
ficates in  1960. 
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Summary  of  food  condemned  is  as  follows: — 


277  tins  food. 

17  tins  milk. 

85  packets  cheese. 

3 jars  jam. 

17  jars  onions. 

92  packets  flakes. 
23  packets  biscuits. 
5 packets  currants. 
2 lbs.  tea. 


1272  cases  Spree. 


64  lbs.  pork  luncheon  meat. 
133  lbs.  cooked  ham. 

21  lbs.  corned  beef. 

128  lbs.  beef. 

39  lbs.  flour. 

14  lbs.  salt. 

17  lbs.  margarine. 

34  lbs.  bacon. 


36  lbs.  tongue. 

ICE  CREAM. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  district. 
Five  applications  for  registration  of  premises  from  retailers 
were  granted,  making  a total  of  40  in  the  Borough. 

MILK  ORDERS. 

The  issue  of  licences  authorising  the  use  of  “ Tuberculin 
Tested”  and  “Pasteurised”  milk  since  1st  January,  1961, 
has  become  the  responsibility  of  the  Montgomeryshire 
County  Council. 

FOOD  CLEANLINESS. 

10  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  to  ensure  com- 
pliance with  the  Council’s  byelaws  relating  to  the  handling, 
wrapping  and  delivery  of  food. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

The  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations.  (Appointed 
Day — ^No.  4)  Order,  1961.  The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Pre- 
vention of  Cruelty)  Regulations.  (Appointed  Day — No.  4) 
Order,  1961,  come  into  force  on  the  1st  January,  1962,  and 
this  has  necessitated  the  closing  down  of  the  three  old 
slaughterhouses  in  the  town  as  they  did  not  comply  with 
these  Regulations. 

A new  private  slaughterhouse  has  been  erected  in  Henfaes 
Lane  and  came  into  use  on  1st  January,  1962.  This  is  a 
modem  building  with  proper  facilities  for  the  slaughtering 
of  all  kinds  of  stock.  Ample  lairage  is  provided  with  water 
bowls  to  all  lairs. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  the  following  carcasses 
were  inspected: — 

Cattle  Sheep  Pigs  and  Sows 

65  780  1695 

MEAT  CONDEMNED. 

32  pigs  heads,  4 beasts  livers,  5 pigs,  1281bs.  beef. 
The  quality  of  stock  slaughtered  was  extremely  high. 

3.  SEWERAGE. 

TOWN. 

29  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  sewer  during  the 
year.  Discharge  of  sewage  is  still  into  the  River  Severn 
but  only  the  acquisition  of  the  site  prevents  progress  on  the 
proposed  new  scheme.  Further  housing  schemes  are  he.d 
up  until  satisfactory  progress  is  made  on  the  proposed  new 
Works  and  this  in  turn  affects  the  Slum  Clearance  pro- 
gramme for  the  re-housing  of  inhabitants  of  Clearance  Areas. 

GUILSFIELD. 

This  village  is  sewered  on  the  combined  system  to  a dis- 
posal plant  which  receives  regular  attention.  Extensions  are 
planned  as  development  in  the  village  is  increasing. 

TREWERN. 

The  Council’s  housing  estate  is  sewered  on  the  separate 
system,  the  sewage  being  treated  at  the  sewage  disposal 
plant,  which  is  maintained  in  good  order. 

CASTLE  CAEREINION. 

This  village  is  sewered  on  the  combined  system  to  an 
unsatisfactory  disposal  plant.  Negotiations  for  acquisition 
of  a new  site  are  in  progress. 

POOL  QUAY. 

The  disposal  plant  for  this  village  is  maintained  in  good 
order  and  gives  no  trouble. 
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4.  DRAINS. 

All  drains  laid,'  other  than  for  Council  houses,  were  tested 
by  the  Department. 

5.  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS. 

10  informal  notices  were  served  during  the  year  requiring 
repairs  to  roofs  and  W.Cs.  95  blocked  drains  were  dealt 
with  without  serving  of  any  notices. 


6.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1947. 

The  total  number  of  Factories  on  the  Register  is  49. 
During  the  past  year  10  inspections  were  made.  There  were 
no  prosectuions. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 
PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (in 
eluding  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number  of 

No.  on  Written  Occupiers 

Premises  Register  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 

(1*  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 

Authorities  ...  10  3 — — 


(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  ...  39  7 — 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out  - 

workers’  premises)  — — 

Total  49  10  — — 

No  defects  were  found. 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT  (Sections  110  and  111) 

There  are  not  any  Outworkers. 
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7.  DISINFECTIONS. 

Following  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  and  filthy  con- 
ditions of  premises  two  houses  were  disinfected. 

8.  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS. 

4 warehouses  have  been  inspected  and  treated  for  rats 
and  mice.  3 school  canteens  were  treated  for  rats  and  mice 
and  the  Smithfield  on  one  occasion.  The  Library  was  treated 
on  4 occasions  and  12  business  premises  were  treated.  The 
Refuse  Tip  has  been  attended  to  on  one  occasion.  17  farms 
have  been  treated.  140  private  houses  in  the  Borough  have 
received  attention. 

MATERIALS  USED. 

Sausage  Rusk  Oat  Meal  Sorexa  5 Zinc  Phophide  Antu 
7841bs.  3361bs.  171bs.  17Ibs.  21bs. 

9.  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

Weekly  collections  of  refuse  are  made  from  all  houses  in 
the  town.  Guilsfield  and  Trewem  areas  are  collected  weekly 
and  bi-weekly  collections  are  made  from  other  villages  and 
houses  en  route. 

Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  waste  land  con- 
veniently situated  half  a mile  from  the  town  centre. 
Negotiations  were  successfully  completed  for  additional 
tipping  space  which  will  come  into  use  in  1962. 

10.  SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

The  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act  were  complied  with  and 
no  Court  action  was  found  necessary. 

11.  HOUSING. 

HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

By  local  authority  20 

By  private  enterprise  15 
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HOUSES  IN  COURSE  OF  ERECTION  AT  END  OF  YEAR. 

By  local  authority  Nil 

By  private  enterprise  16 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  end  of 
1961—220. 

HOUSING  IMPROVEMENTS  GRANTS. 

Since  we  took  over  responsibility  for  housing  improve- 
ment grants  the  following  is  the  position: — 


Total  No.  Total  No. 
of  of 

Applications  Applications 
received  granted  » 

No.  of 
Grants 
Paid  to 
Dec.  1961 

Total 
amount 
of  Grants 
to  Dec.  1961 

No.  of 
Applications 
received  in 
1961 

Total 
amount 
paid  in 
1961 

DISCRETIONARY  TYPE 

92 

84 

70 

£21,407 

13 

£5,051 

STANDARD 

19 

18 

11 

£1,022 

7 

£610 

HOUSING  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  officers — 10. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

Number  of  houses  which  are  in  confirmed  Clearance 
Orders  and  still  occupied — 3. 

Number  of  houses  which  are  subject  to  Demolition  Orders 
and  still  occupied — 7. 

SECTION  17.  HOUSING  ACT,  1957. 

Number  of  houses  condemned  for  human  habitation  as 
Individual  Unfit  Houses — 12. 

Properties  in  Raven  Street  and  Clifton  Street  were  to  be 
dealt  with  under  a Clearance  Order  but  restrictions  on  build- 
ing due  to  sewerage  problems  have  prevented  progress.  It 
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is  now  proposed  to  deal  with  Clifton  Street  as  Individual 
Unfit  Houses  under  Sec.  17.  Housing  Act,  1957. 

SECTION  “F” 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  CONTROL 

During  1961,  23  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified/ 
in  the  Borough.  They  were  distributed  as  follows: — 


Measles 

Male 

9 

Female 

8 

Total  (M  & F) 
17 

Acute  Pneumonia 

— 

3 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

i 

(Male,  56  years  of  age) 
Totals  

11 

12 

23 

It  is  interesting  that,  although  an  epidemic  of  Measles  on 
a considerable  scale  occurred  in  the  other  four  Local 
Authority  Districts  of  the  North  of  the  County,  the  Borough 
was  relatively  unaffected. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

One  new  case  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  was  notified. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

In  the  preventive  field,  the  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  School- 
leavers  continued  in  the  Welshpool  High  and  Secondary 
Schools,  where  142  pupils  were  tested;  106  were  found  to 
require  Vaccination  and  97  accepted. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  made  14  visits  to  Welsh- 
pool to  the  fixed  location  and  in  addition  carried  out  nine 
Special  Surveys  in  the  Borough. 

At  the  fixed  Location  Centre  277  people  were  examined' 
and  10  of  these  were  found  to  have  chest  abnormalities, 
3 requiring  further  investigation  at  the  Chest  Clinic. 
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DETAILS  OF  ABNORMALITIES  FOUND 


Healed  post  primary  tuberculosis 7 

Abnormalities  of  the  bony  thorax  and  soft  tissues  ...  1 

Bacterial  virus  and  other  infections  of  the  lung 1 

Pleural  thickening  or  Calcification  1 


Total 


...  10 


Nine  Special  Surveys  of  Factory  Groups  were  made  and 
222  people  were  examined.  Only  3 persons  were  found  to 
have  chest  abnormalities  and  these  were  not  referred  to  the 
Clinic  for  further  investigation. 

Mass  Radiography  discloses,  in  the  country  as  a whole, 
a large  number  of  persons  with  unsuspected  active  disease 
who  still  require  treatment,  and  a recent  report  on  Mass 
Radiography  (1961)  suggests  that  17  per  cent,  of  children 
have  acquired  tuberculous  infection  by  the  age  of  13  years, 
hence  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  public  utilise 
the  services  of  this  unit. 

POLIOMYELITIS. 

Vaccination  continued  to  be  offered  to  persons  under  40 
years  of  age  and  older  people  at  special  risk.  Fourth  injec- 
tions are  now  being  given  to  all  children  prior  to  school 
entry  or  as  soon  as  possible  after  that  date. 

Consequent  upon  the  epidemic  spread  of  the  disease  in 
Kingston-upon-Hull  in  October  (when  oral  vaccine  was  used 
to  contain  the  epidemic)  the  number  attending  Welshpool 
Immunisation  Clinic  rose  appreciably  and  many  were  the 
requests  for  the  oral  type  of  vaccine!  but  the  County  Health 
Authority  have  not,  to  date,  decided  to  introduce  this  method. 
Fortunately  for  the  country,  by  September  30th,  1961,  over 
16  million  people  in  England  and  Wales  had  been  given  at 
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least  2 injections  of  vaccine,  and  12J  million  had  been  given 
at  least  3.  More  than  8 out  of  every  10  children  under  18 
had  been  immunised,  and  6 out  of  every  10  people  between 
18 — 28  years. 

SMALLPOX. 

In  September,  1961,  a suspected  case  of  Smallpox  arrived 
in  England  on  a cross-Channel  boat.  A contact  of  this 
case  was'  traced  to  Welshpool  and  offered  vaccination.  Pend- 
ing confirmation  of  the  diagnosis,  I personally  visited  and 
examined  this  person  daily.  Fortunately,  serological  tests 
proved  that  the  suspected  case  was  not  Smallpox. 

In  December,  1961,  as  a result  of  the  importation  of  a 
case  to  Birmingham  from  Pakistan  (subsequently  confirmed) 
a contact  once  more  arrived  in  the  Welshpool  area.  He 
had  been  vaccinated  but  he  was  kept  under  my  personal 
supervision  and  was  visited  daily  on  six  occasions.  He  did 
not  contract  the  disease,  but  had  he  done  so  one  wonders 
whether  the  local  population  would  have  been  sufficiently 
well  protected  by  previous  vaccination  at  that  stage  to  stay 
an  epidemic  such  as  ultimately  occurred  in  other  parts  of 
the  country.  Parents  attending  the  Welfare  Clinic  are 
advised  to  have  their  babies  vaccinated  before  commencing 
immunisation  for  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus  and 
Poliomyelitis. 
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